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Roll Number                          SET  A 

General Instructions: 
1. This paper consists of three sections: A, B and C. All the sections are compulsory. 

2. Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these instructions 

carefully and follow them faithfully. 

3. Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions. Marks will be deducted if this limit is 

crossed. 

4. Attempt all questions of a section without mixing them with another section. 

 SECTION-A (READING) 20 MARKS 

 

 

1 Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 8 

 Our elders are often heard reminiscing nostalgically about those good old Portuguese days, the 

Portuguese and their loaves of bread. Those eaters of loaves might have vanished but the makers 

are still there. We still have amongst us the mixers, the molders and those who bake the loaves. 

Those age old, time-tested furnaces still exist. The fire in the furnaces has not yet been 

extinguished. The thud and jingle of the traditional baker‟s bamboo, heralding his arrival in the 

morning, can still be heard in some places. May be the father is not alive but the son still carries 

on the family profession. These bakers are, even today, known as „pader‟ in Goa.     

 

 During our childhood in Goa, the baker used to be our friend, companion and guide. He used to 

come at least twice a day. Once, when he set out in the morning on his selling round, and then 

again, when he returned after emptying his huge basket. The jingling thud of his bamboo woke us 

up from sleep and we ran to meet and greet him. Why was it so? Was it for the love of the loaf? 

Not at all. The lowest were bought by some Paskine or Bastine, the maid- servant of the house! 

What we longed for were those bread-bangles which we chose carefully. Sometimes it was sweet 

bread of special make.              

 

 The baker made his musical entry on the scene with the „jhang, jhang‟ sound of his specially made 

bamboo staff. One hand supported the basket on his head and the other banged the bamboo on the 

ground. He would greet the lady of the house with “Good morning” and then placed his basket on 

the vertical bamboo. We kids would be pushed aside with a mild rebuke and loaves would be 

delivered to the servant. But we would not give up. We would climb a bench or the parapet and 

peep in to the basket, somehow. I can still recall the typical fragrance of those loaves. Loaves for 

the elders and the bangles for the children. 

 

 

1.1 Read the questions given below and write the answers  briefly: 8 

1 Why our elders are often heard reminiscing nostalgically? 1 
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2 What is said about the makers and eaters of loaves? 1 

3 What heralded the arrival of baker in the morning? 1 

4 What was the position of baker in Goa during narrator‟s childhood? 1 

5 Was it the love of the loaf that made children run and greet the baker? How do you know? 1 

6 How does the baker make his musical entry on the scene? 1 

7 How could the children peep into the basket? 1 

8 What does the narrator still recall about those loaves? 1 

2 Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 12 

 Our freedom was won with great struggle and sacrifice after centuries of servitude to foreign rule, 

and it is important that those of us who belong to the post-independent generation should not fall 

into the error of taking our freedom for granted. The maintenance and strengthening of freedom 

even more onerous than its attainment. 

 

 In any nation the youth necessarily forms the vanguard in most spheres of activity, and it is 

essential that at this critical juncture its power must be mobilized further to strengthen our 

integrity and our capacity to resist aggression. What is required is an immense burst of idealism 

and energy in our youth, who must be deeply committed to the task of safeguarding this great 

nation of ours founded on the twin ideals of secularism and democracy. In particular, our young 

men and women studying in schools, colleges and universities have special responsibility, for 

while they are no longer children they have yet not got fully involved in the routine of adult life. 

They constitute an immense reservoir of strength which, if properly channelized, can prove to be a 

source of great power to the nation. Indeed it is this young Indians who will soon be called upon to 

provide leadership in all walks of national life, and they must train themselves to fulfill their 

future responsibilities with distinction. 

 

 I would like to address a few words in particular to our young men and women. If they are to be 

effective in the service of the nation, it is essential that they must fit themselves in every way for 

this task. The building up of a vast and pulsating democratic nation is no mean undertaking and a 

mere desire to be of service is not enough; it must be accompanied by the ability to do so 

effectively. 

 

 There are several distinct dimensions in which our youth must equip itself. The first is the 

physical. Building a great democracy and defending it from predatory aggressors requires a young 

generation that is physically strong, with muscles of iron and nerves of steel and for this must 

equip itself by undertaking physical training and developing physical fitness to the maximum 

extent possible. 

 

 

2.1 Answer the following questions briefly 8 

1 Why should we not take our freedom for granted? 2 

2 How can the youth be mobilized for strengthening the nation? 2 

3 Why is a mere desire of service not enough? 2 
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4 How can we defend our democracy from predatory aggressors? 2 

2.2 Find words in the above passage which convey the same meaning as the following: 2 

1 Slavery ( para 1) 1 

2 Leader (para 2) 1 

2.3 Answer the questions in a word or two: 2 

1 The generation after the independence is termed in the passage as………. 1 

2 Great nation of ours founded on the twin ideals of………………….   1 

                                       SECTION-B (WRITING & GRAMMAR) 30 MARKS  

3 You visited Fathepur Sikri (Emperor Akbar‟s capital) with a group of friends. Write a diary entry 

in about 100-120 mentioning your feelings and emotions. 

8 

                                                                          OR  

 Man is basically a social animal. He depends on others for his survival and existence. He has to 

work with others and must know how to get the best out of the team. Taking these ideas, write an 

article on „How to Get the Best out of a Team‟ in about 120 words. 

 

 

4 Swetha decided to write a story but, after some time, she could not complete the story as she lost 

interest. Complete her story on the basis of the beginning given below. (200-250 words) 

“Once upon a time, the Lion the king of the forest was celebrating his birthday. All the animals 

and birds of the forest were to participate in the grand function……….” 

 

10 

5 In the following passage one word is missing in each line. Write the missing word against the 

question number in its suitable form, from the options below. Underline the word that forms 

your answer. 

 

4 

 When our earth was (a)……………with water, all creatures (b)………….to swim in it. When the 

water subsided (c)…………..land appeared, the sea creatures crawled (d)………….. . 

a) (i) cover            (ii) covers            (iii) covered                                                                                                                                 

b) (i) has               (ii) have               (iii) had                                                                                                               

c) (i) but               (ii) and                 (iii) so                                                                                                               

d) (i) in                 (ii) out                  (iii) along                                                                                                    

                                                                                           

 

6 In the following passage one word is missing in each line. Write this missing word against 

the question number with the word that precedes and follows it. Underline the word that 

forms your answer. 

4 

 Cataract is opacity in the lens the eye                                    a)___________     

The normal lens allows light reach the retina                        b)___________     

When it becomes opaque and not allow light                        c)___________     
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To reach the retina we unable to see clearly.                         d)___________     

Today modern medical advances made cataract                    e)___________     

Surgery successful. Today, cataract surgery                          f)___________      

is out patient procedure                                                          g)___________      

stamps of different nation.                                                     h)____________     

 

7 Rearrange the words and phrases to form meaningful sentences. 4 

 a) has to look/ no rules/ how our/ there are/ as to/ home 

b) thing is/ inhabiting them/ should enjoy/ the important/ that we 

c) about/ houses are/ our lives/ personal statements 

d) water/but/alternative/be/a/could/fine 

 

  SECTION C ( LITERATURE TEXTBOOK & SUPPLEMENTARY READER)  (30 marks)  

8 Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow: 

 

4 

 I will arise and go now, for always night and day  

I hear the lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore: 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 

I hear it in the deep heart‟s core.  

 

     a) Where will the poet go? 

     b) What does he hear now? 

     c) Where does he stand? 

     d) How does the poet hear it? 

 

 OR  

     Margie did so with a sigh. She was thinking about the old schools they had when her 

grandfather‟s grandfather was a little boy. All the kids from the whole neighbourhood came, 

laughing and shouting in the schoolyard, sitting together in the schoolroom, going home together 

at the end of the day. They learned the same things, so they could help one another with the 

homework and talk about it. And the teachers were people… 

     a) What did Margie do with a sigh? 

     b) How did the kids go to school in the past? 

     c) How could they help one another in the homework? 

     d) Find a word from the passage which means „taking a deep breath‟. 
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9 Answer  the following questions in 30-40 words: 10 

 1. When and how did Bismillah Khan get his big break? 2 

 2. What is the moral of „The Little Girl‟? 2 

 3. How does the wind deal with fires? 2 

 4. How did Mahendra react when told about the female ghost? 2 

 5. Why does the author say, “Toto was not the sort of pet we could keep for long?” 2 

10 Answer any one of the following question in 100-120 words: 8 

 With respect to the central theme of the poem “The Road Not Taken,” explain in detail the values 

celebrated in the poem.  

 

                                                                      OR  

 „The Little Girl‟ has certain values that strengthen the human relationship and remove any doubts 

that crop up in the hearts of the young towards the adult. How has this been brought about in it? 

 

11 Answer any one of the following question in 100-120 words: 8 

 Describe how the child behaved after he was separated from his parents.   

 OR  

 In what way is Iswaran an asset to Mahendra?  

 End of the Question Paper  

 


